
 

2025 Shakeout Exercise 

Exercise Message Submission Window 

●​ October 13 00:00 UTC  -  October 17 15:00 UTC 

Difficulty Level:  Basic 

Purpose:  This exercise is designed around the International ShakeOut Day, 
which is always the third Thursday in October.  For 2025 that is 10/16/2025.  The 
purpose is to familiarize users with the USGS event and the built-in “Did You 
Feel It” (DYFI) form in Winlink.  The basic exercise scenario is a major 
earthquake that occurs near your location at 10:16 AM local time on Thursday, 
October 16, 2025. 

In this scenario, you definitely feel the earthquake and after taking proper safety 
precautions (Drop, Cover, and Hold) and checking on the safety of your family 
and structure, you then report what you’ve (virtually) experienced using the DYFI 
form. 

Objectives: 

●​ Use Winlink Express to create and send a USGS/Did You Feel It (DYFI) form 

●​ Participate in the 2025 Shakeout Event as part of a joint exercise collaboration with the 
ARES LAX Northeast District and the Winlink Development Team. 

●​ Create a Winlink “Did You Feel It” (DYFI) message. You will be describing a fictitious, 
major earthquake that occurred at 10:16 AM local time. You will want your responses to 
describe an earthquake intensity of at least V (5), so be extravagant with your damage 
reports! 

●​ Send the message to dyfi_reports_automated@usgs.gov and CC to SHAKEOUT, your 
ETO Clearinghouse and ETO-BK 

Resources:  

●​ General Notes on Frequently-Seen Mistakes: 
https://emcomm-training.org/Winlink_Thursdays.html 

●​ Finding your ETO clearinghouse: https://emcomm-training.org/General-Drill-Info.html 
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●​ ETO Location Instructions — With or Without a GPS Receiver for your Computer [PDF] 

●​ https://emcomm-training.org/Santa-2023/ETO-Location-Notes.pdf 

●​ How a GIS map-capable form’s default position is determined:   

●​ From within Winlink Express Click on Help ⇒ Help Contents…, expand Operation, click 
on GIS Mapping Forms & Catalog Items 

●​ Learn more about earthquake hazards at the USGS Earthquake Hazards Website  

●​ Learn more about the USGS DYFI program 

●​ Shakeout.org resources: https://www.shakeout.org/ 

●​ ARES LAX Northeast resources: https://www.laxnortheast.org/exercises/shakeout
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Special Configurations:  

●​ Recent configurations of Winlink have provided options on whether transmission of Form Data 
XML file for the current form are transmitted with each document.  If not transmitted, the HTML 
form will not display.  The ETO Feedback process uses this form data XML to parse the data in 
the exercise, so it should be provided.  Ensure that the Form Data settings are as configured 
for ETO Exercises submissions.    

●​ This dialog can be found under Settings ⇒ Form Settings… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continue To the Next Page for Instructions  
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Exercise Instructions: 
 
 
 Open and select the form. 

1.​ Open or restart the Winlink Express application. 
2.​ Allow any updates to occur if prompted to do so.. 
3.​ Remove any Automatic Message Forwarding and/or Message Notification set within the 

Message Notification and Forwarding Window access via the same named menu item under 
the Settings menu. 

4.​ Click on the Message \ New Message menu item. 
5.​ Verify that Send As is set to Winlink Message. 
6.​ Optional: Check the check box for Request message receipt. 
7.​ Click on Select Template and then double click on Standard Templates. 
8.​ Scroll down and Double Click on USGS. 
9.​ Select USGS/DYFI and double click on it to open it. 

●​ The Earthquake: Did You Feel It? form will open in your default browser. 

 
 Fill out the top section 

1.​ For >>>> This Earthquake report is a(n), click EXERCISE  
2.​ For Optional Exercise ID, enter SHAKEOUT 
3.​ For Did you feel it? (REQUIRED), click Yes 

 
 Fill out the 2nd section 

1.​ For Time of Earthquake Date, enter 10/16/2025  
2.​ For Time of Earthquake Time, enter 10:16 

 
 Fill out the 3rd section 

1.​ For Your Location, enter your full street, city and state address. 
2.​ Make sure that the LAT and LON entries correspond to your Location 
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 Fill out the 4th section 

You’re free to enter whatever values you want for the remainder of the form, subject to the 
following two requirements 
1.​ For How Did You Respond, check “Dropped and Covered” 
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 Fill out the 5th section and submit 

1.​ For the Additional Comments field enter the following: 
ETO,Organized Exercise,<YOUR-BAND>,<YOUR-MODE>,<ADDITIONAL COMMENTS> 

 
where: 
<YOUR-BAND> could be TELNET, 40 meters, 2m, etc. 
<YOUR-MODE> could be TELNET, VARA HF, Packet, etc 
<ADDITIONAL-COMMENTS> are any additional comments that you’d like to make 
 

  For example: 
 

ETO, Organized Exercise, VARA FM, 2m, Fun exercise with 57 other radio 
operators!  
 

2.​ Hit the Submit button 
 

 

Copyright © 2020–2025 EmComm Training Organization™. All rights reserved 
5 of 9 

2.​ Make sure that the effects that you describe result in an intensity of at least V (5). You’ll 
see the estimated intensity when you click on the Submit button. But complete section 5 
before hitting the submit button. 

After you submit the DYFI message 

1.​ Confirm the effects that you describe result in an intensity of at least V (5). You’ll see the 
intensity after you click on the Submit button. If the value is below 5, use your browser’s 
back button to add more damage effects. Then click on Submit again. Repeat as needed 
until the estimated intensity is at least V (5).  Don’t hit the Continue button if the Intensity 
is less than V (5). The pop up below shows an Intensity of VII (7) which is plenty big! 
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 Sending the message 

2.​ Keep dyfi_reports_automated@usgs.gov as the beginning of the To: line 
3.​ Still on the To: line, add a semicolon and then enter your ETO clearinghouse address 
4.​ Still on the To: line, add another semicolon and ETO-BK (our backup clearinghouse) 
5.​ Still on the To: line, add yet another semicolon and SHAKEOUT 
6.​ Optional: Enter your internet email address in the CC: line. 
7.​ Click on Post to Outbox on the menu bar. 
8.​ Check the Outbox folder to verify your message is in the Outbox. 
9.​ Select your session type from the drop-down list to the right of the Open Session button. 
10.​Click the Open Session button. 
11.​The Open Session Window will open. 
12.​If applicable, pick an appropriate Channel Selection  
13.​Click Start to send your message. 
14.​Close the Session window.  
15.​Close the Winlink Express window. 

 
​
 
End of Exercise Instructions 
 
 
 
 
 
See the next page for example of a completed DYFI Form that would receive the 
maximum score for the exercise. Note that some of the questions have not been 
answered. 
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Example of Competed DYFI Report 
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